
CSC323 2010S Software Design 

Assignment 2: Python Basics
Assigned: Tuesday, February 2, 2010 
Due: 1:15 p.m., Thursday, February 4, 2010 

Summary: In this assignment, you will further explore the Python programming language.

Purposes: To encourage you to explore a bit more Python.

Expected Time: Two to three hours.

Collaboration: You may work in groups of up to size four. You may also work individually. You may
talk to whoever you wish about this assignment, provided you cite appropriately. I would prefer that you
not search for answers on the Internet.

Submitting: Email me your answers. Use a title of CSC 323: Assignment 2.

Warning: So that this assignment is a learning experience for everyone, I am likely to spend class time
publicly critiquing your work.

Assignment
A. Implement binary search in Python. You should write a procedure, binary_search(i,vals), that
takes as input an integer and a list of integers, sorted in increasing order. Your procedure should return an
index of i, assuming i appears in vals. If i does not appear in vals, your procedure should return -1.

B. Create a simple Fraction (Rational number) class in Python. Your goal in creating this class should be
to make sure that you understand the various methods you can define and override. Your code should
provide reasonable answers to expressions like the following:

>>> x = Rational(1,3) + Rational(1,2)
>>> print(x)
5/6
>>> Rational(1,3) < Rational(1,2)
True
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